SUBMITTED PHOTO

Matthew Lawrence started Knights of the Classroom as a way of making history fun for students.

Humour basis for unique teaching program

BY SIMON MARTIN
smartin@yrmg.com

It didn't take Matthew Lawrence long to
realize the marketing world wasn't for him.

After working for a few firms in Toronto,

- he was tired of the lifestyle. =

“You had to buy chapstick in bulk with all
the ass-kissing required,” he said.

Humour and acting were much more up
his alley; so a career change was needed.

Kids all over the region have been thank-
ing him ever since. ;

The Holland Landing resident started

. o 1

the Canadian Improv Showcase in 1996 and
hasn't turned back.
The group helps actors pay the bills in
between gigs, Mr. Lawrence explained.
School, workshops, corporate sessions,

golf entertainment and a rehabilitation pro-.

gram exploring the healing power of laughter
are just a few things the troop does.

They have been in about 700 showcas-
es worldwide and have visited nearly 400
schools across Ontario.

See HANDS-ON, page B3.

LOCAL HERO

What is a local hero?

It’s our way of recognizing someone, a“reqular”
person, who has inspired you, be it with one
small, selfless act or by living a life that makes a
positive impact on others.

Nominate your local hero by e-mailing Simon
Martin at smartin@yrmg.com






